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cardinal injunctions of Islam* are thrown to the winds. Our
traditional society faces a grave crisis. Our spiritual values are
openly subjected to ridicule at Fatehpur. Heretics and non-
believers are in favour at the court. Pious Muslims and their
families are in disgrace. This is intolerable. In the name of the
Holy Prophet (on whom be peace) it is enjoined upon every
Mussalman to rise against the rule of Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad
Akbar. The great Allah is on our side. The infidels must be
overthrown. Ours is a just and holy cause.
The disgruntled rallied under the leadership of one Masum
~Khan, an Afghan known to be in touch with Akbar's step-brother,
Mirza Muhammad Hakim, in Kabul. The rebels secretly invited
Hakim to stake his claim to the throne of Hindustan, and join
them in a pincer movement to overthrow Akbar. The latter realiz-
td the danger of this alliance and, in a belated bid to defuse the
gathering hostility against him, dismissed Shah Mansur, announc-
ed liberal increases of wages to imperial civil and military person-
nel in Bihar and Bengal, relaxed rules regarding the payment of
arrears of land revenue, withdrew partly the regulation enforcing
the branding of horses, and at the same time instructed the
Governor, Muzaffar Khan, to take suitable steps to put down the
insurrection with or without the use of force. The rebels were,
however, not to be easily assuaged by words, and proceeded,
rather disorganizedly, to implement their plan of revolt. The
arrogance and lack of tact of the imperial officers worsened the
.-situation. Muzaffar Khan was killed in a sharp, sudden uprising
a few miles east of Patna. This and other unexpected reverses
caused considerable disquiet in Fatehpur. Apprehension of an
invasion by Hakim prevented Akbar from leading yet another
military expedition to the east; he recognized that the real threat
lay in the west, and made preparations to liquidate Ms overambiti-
~ous, wayward brother before intervening personally to quell the
recalcitrant Afghans. However, he despatched sizable reinforce-
ments for the defence of strategic forts and passes in Bihar, Bengal
and eastern Oudh.
*The five cardinal obligations of a Muslim are (/) faith in the kalama,
*(zY) saying the prayers five times a day, (Hi) observation of Ramazan,
<zv) giving of zakat, and (v) pilgrimage to Mecca.